REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


Surgical Experiences in South Africa, 1899, 1900, being 
mainly a Clinical Study of the Nature and Effects of Inju¬ 
ries produced by Bullets of Small Caliber. By George Henry 
Makins, F.R.C.S., Surgeon to St. Thomas's Hospital, Lon¬ 
don, etc. Illustrated. 8vo, pp. 493. Philadelphia: P. Blak- 
iston & Co., 1901. 

It is probable that, since the days of jEsculapius himself, the 
periodic struggles for supremacy between individuals and between 
nations have led some of our medical brethren to study cause 
and effect as these relate to war and its results. It is certain that 
since the campaigns of the great Napoleon were made the sub¬ 
ject of exhaustive medical study by his famous surgeon, Larrey, 
each great war has been the means of disseminating much knowl¬ 
edge concerning wounds and their consequences. The Napoleonic 
campaigns, the Crimean War, the Franco-Prussian struggle in 
Europe, and the titanic combat between the North and the South 
in our own land, each in turn has given an impulse to medical 
literature. Indeed, the medical and surgical history of the War 
of the Rebellion is, without exception, the most extensive and 
comprehensive single contribution to this field of thought that 
the world has ever seen. 

Human passions and human sufferings appear to be unchanged 
by the slow passage of time, but the implements of wrath change 
with each new generation. Slings and arrows, sword and lance, 
stone cannon-balls and smooth-bore muskets, each has had its 
day of pre-eminence, and each in turn has been replaced by some 
deadlier weapon. The twentieth century finds military surgeons 
studying the effects of lydite. shells and small caliber projec- 
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tiles from rapid-firing rifles that have doubled the radius of the 
zone of death within a single generation. And these are the guns 
and missiles that have cost thousands of dead, tens of thousands 
of wounded, and hundreds of millions of dollars to one side alone 
of the combatants in South Africa in the war now happily ended. 

From this mass of human documents thus offered for study, 
one of the surgeons of the campaign has collected statistics con¬ 
cerning the cases which came under his personal observation, 
and has published them in a readable book entitled “ Surgical 
Experiences in South Africa.” 

The volume is best considered in three general sections. 

The first of these is devoted to a description of the surgical 
outfit taken, the manner of its conveyance, the way in which the 
medical staff was subdivided and assigned to enable field and base 
hospitals to be properly manned, the transport of the wounded, 
and an interesting comparison of the merits and defects of hos¬ 
pital corps and medical equipments coming from different parts 
of a world-wide empire. 

Modern military rifles, their projectiles and their efficiency, 
is the essential subject of the second portion of the book. The 
Lee-Metford, the Martini-Henry, the Guedes, the Mauser, and 
the Krag-Jorgensen rifles were the weapons used by both parties 
in the war, and the caliber, the weight, the shape of the ball, 
the character and thickness of the mantle, the velocity, the range, 
and the trajectory were all important factors in the injuries which 
occurred. 

In the second chapter the general character of the wounds 
produced by bullets of small caliber are considered, and the 
camera and skiagraph apparatus have both been freely employed 
to show the appearance of the external wounds and the underlying 
injuries to bones in the path of the missile. 

These two sections serve as an introduction to the more 
strictly surgical portion of the book which follows, and which is 
really the most important part of the volume. The injuries to 
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the blood-vessels, the limbs, the joints, the head and neck, the 
vertebral column and spinal cord, the peripheral nerves, the chest, 
and the abdomen are grouped together in their respective classes, 
and each is made the subject of a chapter describing the injuries 
in general, and giving concrete case histories of the more impor¬ 
tant or unusual complications. 

The injuries to the chest and to the abdomen were of especial 
interest, for here it was expected that opportunities for observing 
new conditions and for probable advance in active surgical treat¬ 
ment would be best observed. The disappointment, therefore, 
was greater, for “ wounds of the solid viscera, it is true, proved 
to be of minor importance when produced by bullets of small 
caliber; but wounds of the intestinal tract, although they showed 
themselves capable of spontaneous recovery in a certain propor¬ 
tion of cases observed, afforded but slight opportunity for sur¬ 
gical skill, and the results generally deviated but slightly from 
those of past experience. Such success as was met with depended 
rather on the mechanical genesis and nature of the wounds than 
upon the efforts of the surgeon, and operative surgery scored 
but few successes.” These chapters are, however, of great inter¬ 
est to the civil surgeon, and the book, as a whole, will be of 
great value to all surgeons, because, with the increase of the use 
of small caliber, high-power guns for target and for hunting 
purposes, gunshot wounds may come under the observation of 
any one, and familiarity with the details of such a number of 
widely varying cases as those described by Dr. Makins will add 
materially to the mental armamentarium of any operator. 

Henry P. de Forest. 

The Accessory Sinuses of the Nose: Their Surgical Anat¬ 
omy and the Diagnosis and Treatment of their Inflammatory 
Affections. By A. Logan Turner, M.D. Edinburgh: Wm. 
Green & Sons. 

The author first deals with the anatomy of the accessory 
sinuses, laying particular stress upon such points as have a sur- 



